[Diagnostic value of gastric pHmetry in duodenogastric reflux].
Several studies have been performed to examine the problem of diagnosing gastroduodenal reflux (GDR). No single method is widely accepted. The aim of this work was to evaluate the diagnostic value of gastric pHmetry in this regard. A gastric aspiration probe attached to a combined glass electrode was placed in the stomach of 24 patients, with its distal tip located between 9 and 12 cm below the cardia. One ml samples of gastric juice were taken from 8 of the patients every 30 min for 15 h and as well as, every time a spontaneous alkalinization (SA) (defined by a pH greater than or equal to 4 for at least 1 min) was observed. The pH of each sample was measured by colorimetry whereas the concentration of total biliary acids (CTBA) was evaluated by the fluorimetric method (Kit Sterognost 3 alpha Flu); pH value measured via the intragastric electrode during aspiration was also recorded (protocol A). Continuous gastric aspiration was carried out in the remaining 16 patients for the entire duration of the test (6 h) which was divided into periods of 20 min. Apart from the parameters evaluated during protocol A, the percentage of time during which the stomach had a pH greater than or equal to 4 was recorded, as well as the quantity of total biliary acids collected over the 20 min periods (protocol B). Correlation studies were carried out using the Kendall tau and Spearman tests. Percentages were compared using the chi 2 test.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)